10     THE AWAKENING OF MODERN EGYPT

announced his aversion to Christianity and his bias towards
Islam, if not his adherence to Mohammedanism.

In his first epistle to which reference has already been made
he says: " O Egyptians! They tell you that I have come to
your country in order to abolish your religion. This is an
absolute lie and I ask you not to believe it. Tell them that I
have come to deliver you from your tyrants. Tell them that I
worship God Almighty and revere His Prophet and the Holy
Koran even better than the Mamelukes. O sheikhs, judges and
notables! Tell your nation that the French are sincere Mos-
lems, and in proof thereof they have invaded Rome and driven
away the Pope, who never tired of inciting the Christians to
fight Islam. They have also driven the Crusading Knights
from the Island of Malta, and have always been on friendly
terms with the Ottoman Sultan. May God preserve hjis
Empire!"

To give effect to these declarations Bonaparte ordered reli-
gious festivals to be celebrated on a scale unknown before. He
himself attired like a grand sheikh would participate with the
sheikhs in their religious ceremonies amid the cheers of the
crowding populace, who began to call him Sultan Al Kebir
Bonaparte.

But in truth the people never really believed that Napoleon
or his comrades were sincere in their profession of faith. They
had soon been undeceived. For they saw the French drink in
public, frivol and blaspheme like pagans. They noted with
great aversion their libertine ways, not only with European
women but also with the Moslem harem, whom they encour-
aged to appear in public unveiled. They were disgusted to see
Christian Copts, Syrians and Jews deviate from their old ways
and assume an air not only of equality with the Moslems but
even of superiority; .whereas pf old they were held to be in-
ferior creatures, unworthy even to ride on horseback or put
on Kashmir shawls, or even to eat or drink in public during
Ramadan, the Moslem month of fasting. All that was now
changed, and the Christian minority was beginning to claim
equality with the Moslem majority.

They saw that the French had demolished mosques and
Moslem cemeteries for the purpose of defending the city. All
this rankled in the hearts of the people, and the belief was